
Patient arrives at the Emergency 
Department (ED)

Symptoms recognised and sent to scan 

Scan suggest diagnosis of Type A 
Aortic dissection + radiologist 

reported 

Call East of England Adult Critical 
Transfer Services (ACCTS) and arrange 

transport 
0333 016 9859 to activate and must 

complete online referral form https://
www.transfer-eastofengland.nhs.uk/  

If ACCT unable to 
coordinate transfer 
the referring 
hospital to contact 
EEAST (East of 
England Ambulance 
Service NHS Trust)
0345 601 3733 
(Please clearly state 
this is an Aortic 
dissection and 
required an 
emergency transfer)

Referral to appropriate Cardiac 
Surgery Centre

Basildon
 Switch board: 
01268 524900 

Royal Papworth
Switch board:
01223638000

Royal Papworth
Referring centres:

Addenbrookes
Peterborough City
Hinchingbrooke
Bedford
West Suffolk
Ipswich
Norfolk & Norwich
QE2 Kings Lynn
James Paget

Basildon
Referring centres:

Basildon 
Broomfield
Southend
Colchester
Harlow

Prepare patient for transfer
(BP monitoring and medication given)

Non invasive BP monitoring advisble (Arterial line 
desirable but not essential)
SBP target between 100 - 120 - Observe regularly
Labetalol infusion (1st line for HR & BP control)
Take patients name, date of birth, NHS number & 
Allergies 
Add photocopy notes and inform NOK

Referral confirmed

Patient transported

Patient arrived at specialist centre

Within 1 hour

Within 2 hours

Within 4 hours

Ask for Cardiac Surgery Registrar 
on-call 

Blue light transfer of images to the 
appropriate centre 
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Blue light transfer of images to the 
appropriate centre 

Note: If patient 
condition changes 
then please discuss 

this with the referring 
centre before 

transfer.
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Presentation at any Emergency Department (ED) within East of 
England with AAD

Type BType A or Non-A Non-B

Two point of contacts as per 
CT images

Papworth or Basildon CTC 
(Rota and contact numbers TBC)

Local Vasc network to be contacted 
(Any of the 6 centres within the region)

Local Vasc unit to assess the patient and 
images

Uncomplicated Type B Complicated Type B

Admission and management at local network Admission and management at local network 

To inform AD coordinator for future 
communications

Local vascular team to contact on-call regional 
type B dissection centre, as per rota, if urgent 

surgical intervention is needed but not 
available locally
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images

Uncomplicated Type B Complicated Type B

Admission and management at local network Admission and management at local network 

To inform AD coordinator for future 
communications

Local vascular team to contact on-call regional 
type B dissection centre, as per rota, if urgent 

surgical intervention is needed but not 
available locally

Blue light transfer of images

Addenbrookes Hospital 
Switchboard 

01223805000 - Ask for 
Vascular surgery 

Consultant on-call

Norfolk and Norwich 
University Hospital 

Switchboard 
01603286286 Ask for 

Vascular surgery 
Consultant on-call

Time Critical Transfer

Patient arrived in specialist centre
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